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=== «The Play's the thing !"—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Covent Garden Theatre. 

Tuis Theatre was crowded last night to bail the appearance of 
Fanny Kemble as Belvidera, in Venice Preserved, which she acted in 
the most delightful manner. After the Tragedy the new Pantomime . 
was repeated, and went off with great spirit. Rassell, the Brighton 
Manager, offered Miss Kemble half the profits of his Theatre, ;for 
three nights performance, which he calculated would have produced her 
£225. Mr. Kemble, however, declines all provincial engagements for 
his daughter at present. ote 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Last night Howard Payne’s Tragedy of Brutus, and the splendid 
new Pantomime, attracted a very brilliant and crowded audience to 
this Theatre. The Tragedy of Brutus, on its production in the year 
1819, brought upwards of £10,000 to the treasury of this Theatre, 
and was, with the exception of Hertram, by far the most successful 
of modern productions.. This success ought principally to be attributed 
to the snpremacy of Kean’s genius, whose acting, as Lucius Juniue, 
was beyond all praise: for the Play itself is rather a refaccimento of 
the characters, incidents, and materials of former writers, (compiled 
with ingenuity we allow) than an original composition. The authors 
from whom Mr. Payne has pillaged the greatest part of his Tragedy 
are, Cumberland, Lee, Downman, and Duncombe ;—whole scenes are 
taken from the Play of the first writer, called The Sybil ; or, the El- 
der Brutus, but we repeat, it was the admirable acting of Kean alone 
which rendered it so attractive. 

This great actor last night put forth all his powers, and played the 
part of Lucius Junius with consummate skill ; his assumption of fa- 
turity was highly effective and natural, and the whole of his perform- 
ance abounded with beauties. The stene in which he receives a blow, 
thatin which he hears of Eueretia’s ravistiment, and that in which he 
harangues the people were all excellent, but were completely eclipsed 
by the last scene ;—here Kean’s acting was as fine as it is possible for 
the imagination to conceive ; the struggle between his parental loté, 
and sense of duty, when about to sacrifice his son, was depicted moat 
forcibly, and the expression of his countenance was more eloqueat than 
the finest language, and called forth abusdance of tears. His exer- 
tions wete rewarded thronghout with repeated plaudits. 

4runs and Targuin were represented by J. Viving and Aitkea ex- 
eellently ; and Cooper’s Titus merited the same praise. Mrs. Pandit 
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did no reconcile us to the odious character of Tullia ; but Mrs, New- 
combe personated Lucretia in a very pleasing manner. At the end of 
= Play, Kean was called for, and, on his appearance, was loudly 
cheered. * easy 


Torrennam Taearre.—This pleasant little Theatre bas enjoyed 
an ample share of public patronage this Christmas time. The Maid 
of Genca, and The Fiend of the Tower, have been very successful. 

The'Olympic and the Adelphi Theatres have crowds of delighted 
visitors to applaud the new comic Pantomimes. 


Vestris was very attractive at the Portsmouth Theatre, and made 
® great hit in a new song called The Sailor’s Tear; she is succeeded 
by ‘PF. P. Cooke who is playing William, to the great delight of the 
Jack Tars. 

Miss Chester is in a very WI state of health, and her perfect reco- 
very is considered very uncertain. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Enitor, I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannab, 
kill ax hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 
wor |~beg pardon, hope | don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have te 
mention, that I've arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two grand views,at the Diorama, 
Rege:t’s Park— was puzzled to decide which was the most beautiful, St.Peter’s, 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com, 

lete.-the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 

‘ad difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that’ we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, swb rosa, we 
shall have other views from that classic soil ; and if as good as St. Peter's will 
satisfy me. 

On my return through Regent Street I step in to see the Wonders of Natnre, 
disp'ayed by Arts, at the Cosmorama.—The Palace of the Grand Seignor, The 
City of Grand Cairo, Grand Temple of Edfou in Egypt, Cherbourg, Cape St, 
Vincent, Mont St. Gothard, with the Devil’s Bridge and the Falls of the Reuss 
in motion, and the last terrific Eruption of Mount Vesuvius—truly awfal }— 
with others not less interesting ; forming toge:her 14 Views, being the largest 
ever exhibited in London. 

Qn Tuesday, I crop into the Exhibition of ScuLprurg, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, lifesize, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a dclf-taught artist, James Thom—delighted beyond measure—fully expected 
to hear Tam’s uproa ious taugh—the expression so ‘perfect; pose of figures 
edaiiiable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them— This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course of a few weeks. 

(iw Wednesday, previous to visiting "Change, I step into the Paul’s Head 
Assenbly Rooms, Cateaton Street—inspect the magnificert Exhibition uf Mu- 
sicn} and Mechanical Automa—Two Automaton Trumpeters, as large as life, 
Musical Lady, Juvenile Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure; a 
magnificent Vase, made by order of Napoléon, Birds, Beasts, &c. 

tu Friday, I drop in to examine Miss Linwood's curious Needle-Work, im 
Leicester Square. 

E daily, between 1 and 4, qualify Mrs. Pry’s discordant notes with some har- 
mony divine, and may be found at The Apollonicon, 101, St. Martin’s Lene.— 
Mriket and Fishermen's Chorus, from the Opera of Masanielle, enchanting! 
but [ intrude—beg pardon. our’s, PAUL PRY. 


Printed and Published by E. Thomes, Denmark Court, txeter-street. Strand. : 
* ‘All Communications must be post paid.— Printing in General. 
































Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Comedy of 


THE INCONSTANT. 


Youyg Mirabel......Mr C. KEMBLE, Dorutete... .Mr WRENCH, 
‘ Oriana, Miss FOOTE, Bizarre, Mrs CHATTERLEY. 
After which, the Interlude of 


PERSONATION. 


Lord Henry.........Mr ABBOTT, Lady Julia.....Miss FOOTE. 
To conclude. with (Sth time) a new Grand Comic Pantomim® called 


Harlequin and Cock Robix; 
Or Vulcan and Venus. 


With new Music, Scenery, Machinery, Dresses, and Decorations. The whole 
produced under the direction of Mr FARLEY. 


Vulcan, Mr FULLER, Cyclops, Messrs, Purday, Ransford, Tett, &¢. 
JEsop, Mr MEARS, Clout, the Farmer, Mr HENRY, 
Hobnail, his Apprentice, (afterwards Whirligig) Mr E. J. PARSLOE, 
Caddie, (afterwards Harlequin) Mr BLLAR, 
Ciown.........Mr PAULO, Pantaloon,....»-Mr F. SUTTON, 
Sally, (afterwards Columbine) Miss EGAN, 

Widow Wiggins, Mr MILLER, Dame Dovepigbee, Mr TURNOUB, 
Fat Farmer, Mr Griffiths, Spirit of Fire, Master Harvey, 
Mons. Sulphuriate, (the Fire King) Mons. Arsenic, 

Dector, Mr Simpson, ‘The Black Family, by the Messrs. White, 
Venus, Miss RYALS, Cupid, Miss F. MARSHALL. 

New Splendid Scenery. 

Scene 1 The Palace of Vulcan (Grieve)—2 The Village of Robia‘s 
Nest on a Frosty Morning (Grieve)—3 A Landscape, with Ausop’s 
ottage (Grieve)—4 The Ruins of the Eagle Tower by Moonlight, 
in-which is the Court of the Birds sitting in Judgment (Grieve) — 
The Star of Venus-—5 The Moving Palm-Tree Grove (T. Grieve) 
6 Cottage of a Market Gardener (W. Grieve) —7 The Outside of 
the Green Man Inn (W. Grieve)—8 The Inclosure of St. James’s 
Park, and the Royal Palace (T. Grieve)—9 The Spread Eagle:Ta- 
vern, and Baker’s Shop (Fisley)—10 The Bake House (Finley) 
1h The Fire King’s Kxhibition Room (Finley) —12 Covent Garden 
Market (Pugh)—13 New Covent Garden Market, by Moonlight, 
(Pogh)—14 The Watch House (Fioley)—15 View on the River 
Thames,with Westminster Abbey, from the Boat-House ( T.Grieve) 
16 The Picture Gallery (W. Grieve)—17 The Saloon of the New 
Bazaar, Oxford Street (Finley)—18 Roperts’s Movine DionAma 
or THE PoLar Expepition, representing the progress of the Hecla 
and Fury, in their endeavours to discover a North West Pass¥ge, 
heginning with---1 Deptford—-2 Discovery Prison Ship—3. Green- 
wich—4 Long. Reach—5 Gravesend—6 A Line-of-Battle Ship of 
Sheerness—7 The Nore—8 The Ocean, by Moonlight—9' Hecla 
and Fury off Cape Farewell—10 Hadson’s Bay—i1 Baffin’s Bay, 
12 Melville Island, with Loss of the Fary—13 Final arrival of the 
Hecla in the Bay of Jeddo. 19 The Cave of Jamaa (Grieve}— 

20 The Palace aud Bower of Vegus (Grieve). 


















. Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. | 


This Evening, the Tragedy of 


Venice Preserved. 


Dake of Venice, Mr THOMPSON, Bedemar, Mr J. VINING, 
Jafier, Mr WALLACK, Pierre, Mr YOUNG, 
Renault, Mr YOUNGE, Spinosa, Mr LEE, Elliot, Mr CATHIE. 
Belvidera, Miss PHILLIPS. 


To conclude with (5th time) a new Grand Comic Pantomime, called 


Jack in the Box ; 


Or, Harlequin and the Princess 


OF THE HIDDEN ISLAND. 

The Music byl. Cooke. The whole Invented by Mr W’. Barrymore, 

Flickerflame. the Goblin, Miss LANE, Glimmer, Mr SHERIFF, 
Jack in the Box. Mr RICHARDSON, Blueblaze, Mr S. JONES, 

Peep-Ho, Guardian of the Adamant Box, & Pantaloon, Mr BARNES, 
High-ho, a Knight on a love-errand, & Harlequin, Mr HOWELL, - 

Rum-go, his ‘Squire and Follower, & Clown, Mr J.S.GRIMALDI, 
Luciana, Princess of the Hidden Island, & Columbine, Miss RYAL, 

Ho-fum, the Giant Genius, Mr Altesse, Hi-fam, Madame Treslong, 

Fum-she, the Giant's only Child, Mr WIELAND, 
Mammi Pappi, her Nurse, Mr Bartlett, Kee-loc, Mr Brady, 
Stoo-Pan, the Giant’s Head Cook, Mr CHIKINIT, 

Hon. Mr Trifletime, with a Song, Miss POOL, fret Appearanee, 
Doctor Syntax, Mr Eaton, Master Griskin, Mr Wieland, 

Old Flying Dutchman, Mr Salter, New Flying Dutchman, MrLapwing, 
Siamese Youths, with an united Pas Deux, Mess.Wielaud & Chikini, 
Fisherman, with a Parody, Mr Eaton, 

Mashapnog, the Monkey, the Phenomenon, Myn. VON KLESHNIG, 
New Grand Scenery. 

Seene 1 The Enchanted Grove and Goblin’s Abode (Stanfield) With 
Fairy Vision of the Hidden Island. 2 . Exterior of Ho-Fum’s Pa- 
lace (Andrews) 3 The Giant's Dining Parlour (Marinari) 4 Ascent 
to the barning Mount, with Beacon Light (Stenfield) 5 The Cra- 
ter, by Moonlight, (Stanfield) 6 Splendid City of the Mists in the 
Hidden Island (Stanfield) 7 Lime-kilos, near Gravesend (Andrews) 
8 New Post Office at 8 A. M. (Marivari) 9 The West End at 9 
A. M. (Marinari) 10 A little Way oat of Town (Andrews) II Ve- 
Juti in Speculum (Acdrews) with a Pas de Deux by Mr Howell & 
Miss Ryal, Les Ombres, Mr Chikini & Miss Macdoaald. 12 ‘The 
Half-Way House (Andrews) 13 Cheesemonger’s Shop and Wine 

Vaults (Adams) 14 Mount Edgecombe (Stanfield) 15 Gloucester 
€offee House—Snowy Night (Andrews), 

Stanfield’s Grand Local Diorama, 
Displaying —Windsor—Town and Castle of Windsor—The River near Bre- 
eas Meadow, Sunset, with Eaton, by Moonlight—Windsor Great Park—Theo 
€astie—Plantations near the Royal Lodge—Viryinia Wa'ers—The Royal 
Pavilion—The Upper Lake—The Dry Arch—To conclude with a grand Dis- 

ay of Falls of the Virginia Waters, in which 89 tons of Water will be 
oduced, ' by i 






































